ETouch 1.15.08 B is for but     
There are so many wonderful words in the bible that begin with the letter “B” that I was having a hard time choosing which one to use for this bible study.   Believe, blood, battle….the lists goes on and on 

But 

as I was following along in my bible in church Sunday morning, I kept noticing one “b” word that kept jumping off the page at me. Have you ever had that happen to you?  My lightning fast mind realized that the lord was trying to get my attention
But

I thought that is just too silly.  I need to select a fairly spiritual word to base an entire bible study on for this week, 
But

I decided to go ahead and call this bible study  

“B is for But”

But is a conjunction, a word that joins parts of sentences together.  It can have several meanings, 

But the main emphasis is to show contrasts between two phrases or thoughts.  It can mean:
1. on the contrary

2. yet

3. except

4. unless

5. otherwise

6. however

7. still

when I looked in my strong’s concordance I found that the word but was used 27 times just in the book of Phillippians.  Many of my favorite scriptures begin with the word but.  One example is Philippians 4:19  “But my god shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in christ jesus.”  And then there is Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him…..”
There is a popular contemporary Christian song out now called “the voice of truth.”  The lyrics are:

Casting Crowns \ Voice Of Truth
Oh what I would do to have
The kind of faith it takes 
To climb out of this boat I'm in
Onto the crashing waves
To step out of my comfort zone
Into the realm of the unknown where Jesus is
And He's holding out His hand
But the waves are calling out my name 
And they laugh at me
Reminding me of all the times 
I've tried before and failed
The waves they keep on telling me
Time and time again. "Boy, you'll never win!"
"You'll never win!"
Chorus: 
But the voice of truth tells me a different story
The voice of truth says, "Do not be afraid!"
The voice of truth says, "This is for My glory"
Out of all the voices calling out to me
I will choose to listen and believe the voice of truth
Oh what I would do to have
The kind of strength it takes to stand before a giant
With just a sling and a stone
Surrounded by the sound of a thousand warriors
Shaking in their armor
Wishing they'd have had the strength to stand
But the giant's calling out my name 
And he laughs at me
Reminding me of all the times 
I've tried before and failed
The giant keeps on telling me
Time and time again. "Boy you'll never win!"
"You'll never win!"
But the stone was just the right size
To put the giant on the ground
And the waves they don't seem so high
From on top of them lookin' down
I will soar with the wings of eagles
When I stop and listen to the sound of Jesus
Singing over me
I will choose to listen and believe the voice of truth
I am a bit amused to find that even this song has the word but in the lyrics several times.  The point I wanted to make in this bible study is that there are many voices calling to us as we walk this Christian walk.  There are waves, giants, voices       many things that will try to talk us out of the will and purposes god has for us.  
But we can always go to God’s Word for the final answer, the voice of truth.  Keep your spiritual eyes and ears alert for the word but

As you read through the bible this year.  Take the time to see what the contrast is.  Sometimes it is between good and evil, sometimes between right and wrong thinking.  

Remember the story of Hansel and grettel and how they scattered bread crumbs to find their way home.  I think the Lord has scattered the word but throughout the word of god to guide us home ---home to the voice of truth.  Look for it.  Stop and examine it.  Never forget that there are always two ways of looking at things: god’s way and another. 

Digging Deeper
Find 10 scriptures that begin with the word “but” and examine the contrasts.  

