ETouch 1.8.08 A is for Accepted 
I’m not a big Michael Jackson fan.  I liked watching him perform when he was a little boy and one of the songs I enjoyed was abc.  The lyrics went something like: 

ABC, easy as 123

As simple as do-re-mi

ABC, 123

Baby you and me

As crazy as it sounds, I’m going to take the next 26 weeks and select a word for each letter of the alphabet to study from God’s Word.  I’m looking forward to the challenge and I believe the Holy Spirit will direct me as each letter comes around.  Sooooooooo, join me.

ABC, easy as 123

As simple as do-re-mi

ABC, 123

Baby you and me

A is for Accepted

I once heard a youth pastor say at a convention that the thing most teenagers wanted more than anything else was to be loved and accepted.  I think that is the cry of every individual on this earth.  

A popular tv show from years gone by was “cheers”.  It was centered in a bar but the words to the theme song were:
Making your way in the world today takes everything you’ve got
Taking a break from all your worries, sure would help a lot.
Wouldn’t you like to get away?
 

Sometimes you want to go where everybody knows your name,
And they’re always glad you came. 
You wanna be where you can see, our troubles are all the same
You wanna be where everybody knows your name.
 

You wanna go where people know, people are all the same,
You wanna go where everybody knows your name.
There are times when you want to just be loved and accepted for who you are and for where you are just as you are.  No expectations….no conditions…no qualifiers…….just loved and accepted.  

Let me share a scripture that should “cheer” you up.  Isaiah 49:1 Amplified “the Lord has called me from the womb; from the body of my mother He has named my name”
With caller id on our phones now we can pretty much screen our telephone calls.  But one call we’d want to answer would be from the number Isaiah 49.1…..the lord has called me from the womb.  He called me.  Not just anyone.  He called me.  Does he even know who I am?  Does he know what I’m like?  Does he even know my name?  

Yes!  He named my name.  I am his.  I can run to him anytime I need to be loved and accepted.  There is an old hymn entitled “just as I am”.  I first heard it on tv at the billy graham crusades.  The lyrics are:

Just as I am without one plea but that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee oh lamb of God I come I come 

Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot 
To Thee who's blood can cleanse each spot oh lamb of God I come I come 

Just as I am Lord Thou tossed about with many a conflict and many a doubt 
Fighting fears within and without oh lamb of God I come I come 

Just as I am Thou wilt receive will dwell come pardon cleanse relieve 
Because Thy promise I believe oh lamb of God I come I come

I remember when I first heard that I must be born again, I wanted to hide away and try to make myself good enough to come to god.  I knew it would take some time and that I wasn’t ready to go to him yet.  I needed to clean up my act.  But then I found out that I couldn’t clean up my act without him.  When I ran to him, he accepted me “just as I am”.  Then he could help me clean up my act.  
Ephesians 1:6
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Accept means To receive (something offered), especially with gladness or approval  it is such a joy to know that he had made us accepted, received with gladness or approval, in the beloved.   
Go about you week meditating on this.

You are accepted, received with gladness and approval.  He has called you from your mother’s womb and he has named your name.  

If any one needs to know what your name means, email me back and I’ll send that information to you.  I truly believe that god named our names.  That they have special meaning to him and for our lives.  

Digging deeper:

1. check out and chew on the following scriptures for an interesting use of the word “accepted” In the word of god.  Genesis 4:7 and Luke 4:19.

2. journal about times in your life when you haven’t felt “accepted”.  Express in writing how meditating on Ephesians 1:6 and Isaiah 49:1 could have made a difference for you.

3. be prepared to have these scriptures stored away in your heart in preparation to share them with another person.  Journal about that opportunity as it arises.  Look for someone who needs to know they are loved and accepted. 
