ETouch 10.21.08 A New View, A New Voice
Recently we were at a wedding reception for a couple from our church.  The bride’s family was Hispanic, so the music and food and much of the conversation was Spanish.  I was enjoying watching the mixture of cultures sitting from my viewpoint in a corner of the room.  The reality of the diversity of the evening was brought to light by my granddaughter Tasiah’s revealing comment: “Mom, it doesn’t feel like we’re in Hays anymore.”

I loved it.  Her innocence spoke out what all of us were thinking.  What a refreshing voice to the circumstance.  Today I’d like to encourage you to dedicate this week to looking at things from a different view, listening to things in a different voice. 

I’m going to share three familiar passages of scripture with you from the message Bible.  

Psalm 23

God, my shepherd!  I don’t need a thing.  You have bedded me down in lush meadows, you find me quiet pools to drink from.  True to your word, you let me catch my breath and send me in the right direction. Even when the way goes through Death Valley, I’m not afraid when you walk at my side.  Your trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel secure.  You serve me a six-course dinner right in front of my enemies. (Am I the only one who thinks this really sounds like fun?)  You revive my drooping head, my cup brims with blessing.  Your beauty and love chase after me every day of my life.  I’m back home in the house of God for the rest of my life. 

Was there anything in that new view of Psalm 23 that caught your heart and made you want to hang out with God, my shepherd today?

Psalm 91

You who sit down in the High God’s presence, spend the night in Shaddai’s shadow, Say this, “God, you’re my refuge.  I trust in you and I’m safe!”  That’s right, he rescues you from hidden traps, shields you from deadly hazards.  His huge outstretched arms protect you—under them you’re perfectly safe; his arms fend off all harm.  Fear nothing—not wild wolves in the night, not flying arrows in the day, not disease that prowls through the darkness, not disaster that erupts at high noon.  Even though others succumb all around, drop like flies right and left, no harm will even graze you.  You’ll stand untouched, watch it all from a distance, watch the wicked turn into corpses.  Yes, because God’s your refuge, the High God your very own home, Evil can’t get close to your, harm can’t get through the door.  He ordered his angels to guard you wherever you go.  If you stumble, they’ll catch you; their job is to keep you from falling.  You’ll walk unharmed among lions and snakes, and kick young lions and serpents from the path.  “If you’ll hold on to me for dear life,” says God, “I’ll get you out of any trouble.  I’ll give you the best of care if you’ll only get to know and trust me.  Call me and I’ll answer, be at your side in bad times, I’ll rescue you, then throw you a party.  I’ll give you a long life, give you a long drink of salvation!”

Words that are familiar are often taken for granted.  How refreshing the new voice is as it brings practical awareness of the promises of our heavenly Father!  Please re read this Psalm daily. 

John 3:16 -17

This is how much God loved the world.  He gave his Son, his one and only Son.  And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.  God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was.  He came to help, to put the world right again.  
Look at The Word of God from a child’s eye of faith, a new view, a new voice.  Walk out of the familiar and into a new culture of understanding all that God has provided for you.  

Dig Deeper

Remember some of those Bible passages that have spoken to you in the past and read them in a different translation.  Listen for the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart in a new voice.  

Go to www.biblegateway.com
You can type in a scripture reference and read it in many translations. 

Welcome to the relevance of the Word of God!
