ETouch 10.28.08 Let Your Light Shine
Not long ago our family spent a Saturday afternoon at the pumpkin patch in Dorrance, Kansas.  It was a great fall day and our grandchildren and children made a memory.  A hayrack ride through scarecrow fields, s’mores by the fireside, fresh peanuts in the shell, getting lost in the maze, and the beauty of harvest.  The kids loved walking through the pumpkin patch and picking out their very own pumpkin to take home.  What a variety of all shapes, colors and sizes in that patch.  It made me think of God picking each of us.  

Ephesians 1:4 “Even as in His love He chose us (actually picked us out for Himself as His own) in Christ before the foundation of the world.”





“What’s it like to be a Christian?  It’s like being a pumpkin.  God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off of you.  Then he cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc., and then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see.”

I’m not going to get into a discussion of whether Christians should celebrate Halloween or let their children go trick or treating.  You live your convictions and I’ll live mine.  What I want to concentrate on today is our purpose as believers. 

The last line of that little pumpkin saying is that “He carves you a new smiling face and puts his light inside of you to shine for all the world to see.”  Knowing God’s love for us should put a smile on our face, even if the times are dark.  We have an assurance-the assurance of His love for us.  That alone should put a smile on our face.  The confidence that He is in us, for us, with us and loves us should light us up for the World to see.  
You remember that little children’s song, 

This little light of mine.  I’m gonna let it shine

This little light of mine.  I’m gonna let it shine

This little light of mine.  I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Let it shine til Jesus comes  I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine til Jesus comes  I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine til Jesus comes  I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

Won’t let Satan blow it out (POOF) I’m Gonna let it shine

Won’t let Satan blow it out (POOF) I’m Gonna let it shine

Won’t let Satan blow it out (POOF) I’m Gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

Matthew 5:16 (The Message)

Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.

This past Sunday at church we had what we called “Big Hearted Day”.  Our church people brought in groceries to be distributed to hurting families in our community and in our church.  I could hardly breathe on Sunday as the groceries flooded in.  What an overwhelming response to minister to the needs of others.  What light shining.  What an overflow of the love God had poured on all of us.  
Let me encourage you to let your light shine.  In the times we are in, you will always be drawn to people who are hurting and in need.  Don’t think about what you can’t do; think about what you can.  If you can’t give something, you can give the love of God.  You can pray.  You can share your heart.  Shine.  The light and love of Jesus is in you.  “bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept”  “shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.”
Dig Deeper

Ps. 36:9
Ps. 112:4

Prov. 4:18

Is. 49:6

Is. 60:1

I Peter 2:9

