ETouch 11.11.08  Wind
What crazy wind!  It’s all I can hear today.  Wind chill was 22 a minute ago.  It reminds me of a poem: 

Who has seen the wind? / Neither you nor I: / But when the trees bow down their heads. / The wind is passing by. 
--Christina Rossetti

The world has many definitions for the wind.  And they talk about the wind in some unusual ways. 

Wind:Definitions
· air in natural motion, as that moving horizontally at any velocity along the earth's surface: A gentle wind blew through the valley. High winds were forecast. 
· wind instrument. wind instruments collectively. the winds, the members of an orchestra or band who play the wind instruments. 
· breath or breathing: to catch one's wind.
· any influential force or trend: strong winds of public opinion. 
· the power of breathing freely, as during continued exertion. 
· a hint or intimation: to catch wind of a stock split. 
· air carrying an animal's odor or scent. 
· empty talk; mere words. 
· vanity; conceitedness. 
· gas generated in the stomach and intestines. 
· a state of unconcern, recklessness, or abandon: to throw all caution to the wind
Idioms

between wind and water, in a vulnerable or precarious spot: In her profession one is always between wind and water

break wind, to expel gas from the stomach and bowels through the anus.

how the wind blows or lies, what the tendency or probability is: Try to find out the wind blows. Also, which way the wind blows  
in the teeth of the wind, sailing directly into the wind; against the wind. Also, in the eye of the wind, in the wind's eye.

in the wind, about to occur; imminent; impending: There's good news in the wind 

take the wind out of one's sails, to surprise someone, esp. with unpleasant news; stun; shock; flabbergast: She took the wind out of his sails when she announced she was marrying someone else. 

sail close to the wind, to escape (punishment, detection, etc.) by a narrow margin; take a risk

I want us to think about the Wind as the Bible talks about it. 
One of the unusual scriptures I found about the wind describes the fruitless life apart from living with God.  

Ecclesiastes 2:26
To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

I’ve had days when I felt I was chasing after the wind.  How about you?  But this verse tells us that God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness to the ones who please Him.  Take a little time today to spend with Him.  Please Him.  And then receive that wisdom, knowledge and happiness.  Stop chasing after the wind today.  (You’ll never catch it!) 

One of my favorite verses about the wind is from a children’s song about the foolish man who built his house on the sand and the wise man who built his house on the rock.  

Matthew 7:25
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  
Because we can build our house (our life) upon the rock, it doesn’t matter what the winds blow against us.  Our foundations, firm and solid, are in the ROCK!

The final scripture I want to mention talks about being swayed by every new teaching that comes down the pike.  I’ve seen it over the years in the body of Christ.  People want the spectacular, the magnificent, the signs and wonders.  What’s new, cutting edge, extravagant.  Sometimes the desire for what is spectacular takes us away from what is simple: The simple truths of the Gospel. Those simple truths and disciplines are what keep us anchored to the Rock.  Weigh everything out by the Word of God.  Grow up in the Word!
Ephesians 4:14
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.

Amplified: So then, we may no longer be children, tossed [like ships] to and fro between chance gusts of teaching and wavering with every changing wind of doctrine, [the prey of] the cunning and cleverness of [b]unscrupulous men, [gamblers engaged] in every shifting form of trickery in inventing errors to mislead.

New Living: Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth.

Although these have been pictures of the wind from the negative side, the Wind is also a symbol of the Holy Spirit in the Bible.  Check out some of these other references and learn a little about the Wind….hold on to your hats and don’t worry about a bad hair day.  But learn from the wind.  Study it out in the Word. 

Dig Deeper: 

Genesis 8:1, Proverbs 11:29, Proverbs 25:14. Ecclesiastes 11:4. Amos 4:13, Matthew 8:27, Matthew 14:30, Acts 2:1-4, James 1:6
