ETouch 11.25.08  Rein
Riding the gentle horse around the circle drive at my grandparent’s small farm in Quinter, Kansas seemed like life on the edge to this small town girl.  The plodding was just the right speed for me and my skills at gently guiding this old gray mare were minimal.  as my confidence grew, I assertively kicked the ole girl in the side.  to my amazement, she obediently went into a trot.  Heaven Forbid she go any faster.  I felt like my hair must be blowing in the wind like the stories I’d read in the library. (speed is not my favorite sensation!)  I felt like Annie Oakley! I felt like I was on my own in the old wild west; just me and my trusty stead.  What a site that must have been.  Lil’ Cowgirl sandy and her plodding mare!
This was one of my few experiences with horses.  Another happened in Red River, New Mexico.  Several of my friends and I had rented the horses from the local stable and paid an hourly rate to ride up a quiet mountain canyon.  My horse was the least cooperative of the bunch.  We got about a block from the stables and mine decided she had had enough of this outing, and turned to return.  As much as I tried to rein her back to the group, she was determined to head home.  As I kicked and turned, she grew angry and reared up and bucked me off.  Her back foot landed on the back of my thigh leaving a perfect horseshoe shaped bruise.  It was my final horse riding experience, but one I will never forget.  She blissfully trotted back the block and a half to her stable.  My friends went riding merrily along with my blessing and I’ve never been on a horse since. 

What in the world can this have to do with our lesson?  

Last week we began a study that was stirred in my heart concerning the homonyms reign, rein, and rain.  We talked about the fact that Our God Reigns.  He rules.  He has complete authority.  We also mentioned that although God reigns, He also gave us authority in His name.  today’s lesson will be on the word rein. 

Word #2: REIN

To check or guide ( a horse or other animal) by exerting pressure on a bridle bit by means of the reins; to curb; restrain; control.

The rein used to guide that horse is only a small piece of leather that exerts pressure on the bit in the horses mouth, yet it turns the whole horse.  When used properly with a properly trained horse, the rein produces the desired effect. 

IF WE ALLOW GOD TO REIGN IN OUR LIVES, THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL HELP REIN OUR LIVES.  
As we acknowledge that God is the final authority in our lives, we will then begin to allow His Holy Spirit to begin to gently guide our lives.  Like the rein can gently turn an obedient horse, the Holy Spirit can gently bring correction and adjustment to our lives.  By His still small voice, the Lord can help us to grow up in Him by changing things in us. 

James 3:3 talks a little bit about how small things can control very large things.
A bit in the mouth of a horse controls the whole horse. A small rudder on a huge ship in the hands of a skilled captain sets a course in the face of the strongest winds. 
The voice of the Holy Spirit may be still and quiet, but we can let Him accomplish big things in our lives if we will listen and obey. 

DIG DEEPER:
Take time this week to listen for the Holy Spirit to help begin to make small adjustments in areas of your life that need changing.  Let Him Rein you in a bit.  And look at the following 2 scriptures.  They may make you think a little about letting the Holy Spirit rein you in or giving free rein to our emotions and our tongues.  
Job 10:1

James 1:26
