ETouch 2.12.08 “F” is for Friend
The world, both secular and Christian, has many ideas about friends.  Of course the ideas that come to my mind are in the form of song lyrics.  Here are just a few for you to consider
	Joe Cocker:

What would you think if I sang out of tune,
Would you stand up and walk out on me?
Lend me your ears and I'll sing you a song
And I'll try not to sing out of key.

Oh, I get by with a little help from my friends
Mm, I get high with a little help from my friends
Mm, gonna try with a little help from my friends


	Friends TV Series Theme Song:

So, no one told you life was gonna be this way. 
Your Job's a joke, you're broke, your love life's D.O.A.
It's like you're always stuck in second gear.
And it hasn't been your day, your week, your month, or even your year. 
But -

I'll be there for you ... when the rain starts to fall.
I'll be there for you ... like I've been there before.
I'll be there for you ... cause you're there for me, too.

You're still in bed at ten and work began at eight.
You've burned your breakfast, so far everything is great.
Your mother warned you there'd be days like these.
But she didn't tell you when the world has brought you down to your knees.
That - 

I'll be there for you ... when the rain starts to fall.
I'll be there for you ... like I've been there before.
I'll be there for you ... cause you're there for me, too.



	LEAN ON ME (Bill Withers) 

Sometimes in our lives, we all have pain, we all have sorrow. 
But if we are wise, we know that there's always tomorrow. 
Lean on me, when you're not strong and I'll be your friend. 
I'll help you carry on, for it won't be long 'til I'm gonna need somebody to lean on. 

Please swallow your pride, if have things you need to borrow. 
For no one can fill those needs that you won't let show. 

You just call on me brother when you need a hand. 
We all need somebody to lean on. 
I just might have a problem that you'll understand. 
We all need somebody to lean on. 

Lean on me when you’re not strong, and I'll be your friend. 
I'll help you carry on, for it won't be long 'til I'm gonna' need somebody to lean on. 

You just call on me brother if you need a friend. 
We all need somebody to lean on. 
I just might have a problem that you'll understand. 
We all need somebody to lean on. 

If there is a load you have to bear that you can't carry. 
I'm right up the road, I'll share your load if you just call me. 

Call me ( if you need a friend) 
Call me 
(REPEAT AND FADE) 


	Cheers: Sometimes you want to go where everybody knows your name, and they’re always glad you came; You want to be where you can see our troubles are all the same; you want to be where everybody knows your name.

	Michael W. Smith:

Packing up the dreams God planted

In the fertile soil of you
Cant believe the hopes hes granted
Means a chapter in your life is through
But well keep you close as always
It wont even seem youve gone
cause our hearts in big and small ways
Will keep the love that keeps us strong

Chorus:
And friends are friends forever
If the lords the lord of them
And a friend will not say never
cause the welcome will not end
Though its hard to let you go
In the fathers hands we know
That a lifetimes not too long to live as friends.

With the faith and love gods given
Springing from the hope we know
We will pray the joy youll live in
Is the strength that now you show

But well keep you close as always
It wont even seem youve gone
cause our hearts in big and small ways
Will keep the love that keeps us strong


	Who am I that You are mindful of me?  That You hear me when I call.  Is it true that you are thinking of me? How you love me...it’s amazing.  I am a friend of God.  I am a friend of God.  I am a friend of God, He calls me friend. 




Ex. 33:11 “The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.”

James 2:23 “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness, and he was called God’s friend.”

We read these words and we’re amazed that people could be called God’s friends.  

We’re tempted to think that those words could never be said about us, because we’re not special enough or we’re not holy enough.

There’s nothing further from the truth!  God wants to call you his friend.  

Elizabeth David: “There are people who take the heart out of you and there are people who put it back.” 

God has put into the human heart the desire to know and be known, to love and be loved, and so many seek a counterfeit. (Perhaps at the price of a few beers, a cheap relationship, or many other compromising situations)
Isn’t that sad that that Cheers’ theme song was written about a bar and not a house of God!

Dig deeper: 

The Word has many things to say about friends: 

Find 10 scriptures about friends and list how they could help you improve in putting the heart back in people.

