 ETouch 8.,5.08 “Z” is for Zeal

I end our journey through the alphabet with zeal.  I believe this graphic says it all. 


As I researched the subject of Zeal, I came upon a new Christian online magazines for teens entitled “zeal”

They entitled their magazine Zeal because of this: 

Brianna, a fellow staff member and one of my best friends, and I talk on the phone just about daily. She is 4 years younger than me, but I have never met someone her age so mature or on fire for God. Everyday I ask her if she has prayed and done her devotions. 

A typical conversation between us: 

"Have you done your devotions yet today?" I'll ask first.

"... Maybe" This usually means she hasn't.

So one day she finally asks me what is devotion? I tell her "Brianna, you know what devotions are."

She goes on to say: “I know what devotions are, but what is devotion, what does the word mean?” So I go to my thesaurus (meant to grab my dictionary), and read off the list of synonyms for the word.

"Enthusiasm, fervor, passion, zeal."

We both instantly fell in love with the word and decided that would be what we would call devotions from now on. And when you think about it, it makes sense. We are to have passion and enthusiasm in our studies. God's word is not just another class we take. This is the stuff we will use in life. It is not like an upper level math that only chemists and rocket scientists will use. Every one can apply it to their daily lives, and should. 

My challenge to you is to do your devotions daily, even if it is only a chapter or two a day, and to do them ferverently and with zeal.

As Christians, we have very different weapons to fight our battles with. Galatians 6:17 (NCV) says: "Accept God's salvation as your helmet and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." that is why it is so important that we read the word. If you haven't noticed there will be a test, and by the way you're already taking it.
Meditate on the following scriptures and then 

SAY IT LOUD!

Proverbs 19:2
It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way.

Proverbs 19

 1 Better a poor man whose walk is blameless 
       than a fool whose lips are perverse. 

 2 It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, 
       nor to be hasty and miss the way. 

 3 A man's own folly ruins his life, 
       yet his heart rages against the LORD.

Romans 12:10-12 

10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

Fervent in spirit;
in their own spirits, for the glory of God, the honour of Christ, and the cause of religion, in imitation of Christ himself, and as Phinehas and Elijah were; which fervency of spirit is opposed to that lukewarmness of soul, (Revelation 3:16) , that coldness of affection, and leaving of the first love, (Revelation 2:4) , so much complained of, and resented by Christ in his people: or else in the Spirit of God; for there may be fervency in men's spirits, which comes not from the Spirit of God, as in the Jews, and particularly Saul, before his conversion, who had "a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge", (Romans 10:2) ; but when "the love of God is shed abroad in the heart" by the Spirit of God, (Romans 5:5) , this will make a man's spirit fervent in the service of God, for which the apostle would have these believers concerned. A disciple of the wise men among the Jews is F14 said to be (xtr) , "fervent", because the law is as a boiling pot unto him; much more should a disciple of Christ be fervent, who has the Gospel of Christ, the love of God, and the grace of the Spirit to inflame his soul with true zeal and fervour.

ZEAL:  earnest temper; may be enlightened (Numbers 25:11-13; 2co. 7:11; 9:2), or ignorant and misdirected (Romans 10:2; Phil 3:6). As a Christian grace, it must be grounded on right principles and directed to right ends (Galatians 4:18). It is sometimes ascribed to God (2 Kings 19:31; Isaiah 9:7; 37:32; Ezekiel 5:13).

Zealous Men
Zeal in religion is a burning desire to please God, to do His will, and to advance His glory in the world in every possible way. It is a desire which no man feels by nature-which the Spirit puts in the heart of every believer when he is converted-but which some believers feel so much more strongly than others that they alone deserve to be called 'zealous' men. 

