ETouch 9.16.08 Confrontation
Confront: 

· to deal with something unpleasant head on

· to present somebody with something, usually to accuse or criticize

· To bring together for examination or comparison

I absolutely hate confrontation.  The first time in my life that I remember initiating confrontation was when I was a freshman in high school.  At that time, drivers’ Ed was a class we took during the school year.  We were in the classroom and my drivers’ Ed teacher (also the football coach) proceeded to belittle a boy from my class for not being tough enough in football.  It made me so mad because I could see how hurt my classmate was to be singled out in class.  I raised my hand and told Mr. O’Connor that I didn’t think it was appropriate to talk to a student in that manner or to use such language!  I can almost feel my heart racing now as I think about it again.  He was taken aback that quiet Sandy would be so vocal, and he dropped the subject.  

Confrontation can serve a purpose, especially if you are standing up for what is right.  

Today’s lesson is looking at confrontation from a little bit different point of view.  It’s about confronting ourselves to see where we are in our relationship to God.  You know, the old look yourself eye to eye and tell yourself how you’re really doing. 

I Corinthians 6:12 puts it this way: 

Amplified: Everything is permissible (allowable and lawful) for me; but not all things are helpful (good for me to do, expedient and profitable when considered with other things). Everything is lawful for me, but I will not become the slave of anything or be brought under its power. 

The Message: Just because something is technically legal doesn't mean that it's spiritually appropriate. If I went around doing whatever I thought I could get by with, I'd be a slave to my whims.
Would you want your children or any family member to be the slave of something or be brought under the power of something?  We’ve been made free in Jesus and yet some of our choices keep us in bondage.  Choices can be anything from bad habits to wrong thinking and attitudes.  Example: When I don’t like Sandy Oakley, I don’t think anyone else likes Sandy Oakley.  Just the wrong thoughts turn into a vicious cycle of rejection.  It’s a trap that’s hard to avoid.  It’s time to confront some of those traps.  Time to stand up to them and walk free.
I challenge you to look at some areas that have you trapped; that perhaps God has already been dealing with you about changing.  The kind of things we reserve for New Years’ Eve resolutions.  The “I’m Really Going to do it this time” kind of things.  The “Well it’s Friday already so I’ll start on Monday” kind of things.  

Many of us have things or attitudes that just keep us a little off balance.  It just keeps things a little out of focus.  Maybe it seems like you just need something adjusted.  Ecclesiastes 12:13 says that: To Fear God=adjustment to all inharmonious circumstances and conditions under the sun]

I guess I just want you to look at the definition of Confront again and agree to do that with yourself and those things that have snared you in the past: 

· to deal with something unpleasant head on

· to present somebody (YOU) with something, usually to accuse or criticize

· To bring together for examination or comparison

I don’t want you to really accuse yourself or criticize yourself; just take an honest look at some bad choices you are making and decide to not make the mediocre or the acceptable choices.  make the best choices!  Lay down all the excuses, no more alibi’s.  Just ask God for his wisdom, his guidance, and his strength to do it.  

you’ve all heard that nike comes from the Greek word for Victory.  So press into their slogan and “just do it”

Take a moment and ask the holy Spirit to show you anything in your life that might be lawful and permissible, but not expedient and profitable-- technically legal but not spiritually appropriate.  Ask Him how to eliminate it from your life.  In most cases He will want to replace it with something else that will prove helpful and fruitful.  With His help you are able to choose what’s best!  
DIG DEEPER: 

Psalm 26:2

Lamentations 3:40

I Corinthians 11:28

II Corinthians 13:5
    

