ETouch 9.2.08    can you hear me now?
so much noise.  So many voices wanting your attention.  Cluttered thoughts and minds.  The answering machine, text messages, bills in the mail, endless political ads.  Whose voice to I listen to first?  

I decided to start our fall ETouch lessons out with a lesson on listening.  I get so frustrated when people don’t listen to me.  You know, selective hearing!  It would save so much time and irritation if they would only hear what I have to say to them the first time I say it.  It made me wonder how keenly I listen to my Heavenly Father.  I know that the words that come out of my 1 mouth are important, but I’m sure that just as important is my willingness to listen to him.  If I need to hear and obey, Hearing is step number one.  

Sooooooo, today’s lesson will be on listening to God and next week we’ll check out God listening to us.  

A recent Dennis the Menace comic strip showed Dennis walking into his kitchen and saying, “Sorry I’m late.  I was talkin’ to Mrs. Wilson, and she couldn’t stop listenin’.”  I love Mrs. Wilson.  I want to be like her.  I love to listen to children: they say the most profound things.    I am sharing an article with my McMommies group about listening to our children.  The author made note of the fact that we have 2 ears and only 1 mouth.  (If you’re interested, I’ve included the attachment “Listening to our children) For today’s lesson, let’s concentrate on the importance of using those 2 little ears.  In the words of that old children’s song, “Oh be careful little ears, what you hear.”  We can’t go wrong if we listen to the Word of God. 
Let’s start with Isaiah 55:1-5  Part of this passage from my 3 favorite translations includes these phrases: 

Message: 
Listen to me, listen well: 
Pay attention, come close now, 

listen carefully to my life-giving, life-nourishing words.
king james:

hearken diligently unto me

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live
Amplified

Hearken diligently to Me

incline your ear [submit and consent to the divine will] and come to Me; hear, and your soul will revive

The words that jump off the page at me concerning improving my listening skills are: 

Listen to ME

Listen well

pay attention

come unto me

hear (your soul shall live and revive)

submit and consent to the divine will

So many times my Bible reading time becomes routine. But today I make a quality decision to really listen.  To pay attention. To submit and consent to His divine will….To His Word.  

Have you ever heard someone tell you something and when you walked away you couldn’t remember a word they said?  You weren’t really paying attention.  I’ve done that with the Word of God.  It will speak to my heart and then I walk away and forget what it was the Holy Spirit had ministered to me.  

I challenge you to keep a journal or notebook beside you at all times when you read the word.  Keep your Bible and notebook in your car for those times that you have to wait.  Listen to Him.  Listen Well.  Pay attention when you come to Him and then submit and consent to His will.  
Is it really possible to hear God's voice? Since God is a person, who desires intimacy with those who he calls his friends, then of course it is possible. God wants us to listen to his voice - he created us for that very purpose. Is it possible to learn to reliably recognize God's voice when we are listening for it?

The answer is most definitely YES!
God is not human - God is Spirit. So we would expect that listening to God might be a bit different from listening to another person. But it is not that much different, because humans also are spiritual beings, made in the image of God, and created for communion, and therefore communication, with him. God has built numerous ways into the creation by which we hear him speak. Some of these are:

· Awe of his created world 

· Our spirit can respond to his Spirit 

· He can 'speak' thoughts into our mind 

· The witness of the Holy Spirit - e.g. inner peace 

· He speaks through other people 

· Spiritual gifts, such as prophecy, tongues, interpretation of tongues, wisdom, knowledge, discernment of spirits 

· Dreams and visions 

· His written word, the Bible 

· And the primary revelation of God - his Son Jesus Christ 
William Barclay once said, "Prayer is not a way of making use of God; prayer is a way of offering ourselves to God in order that He should be able to make use of us. It may be that one of our great faults in prayer is that we talk too much and listen too little. When prayer is at its highest, we wait in silence for God's voice to us."1
John 10:27 says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." Do you hear God's voice?
Make a determined effort this week to Listen for God’s voice.  Shut everything out.  Sit in the quiet and know that He is God.  And Listen.  Be like Mrs. Wilson…she just couldn’t stop listenin’!
DIG DEEPER  (SUGGESTED STUDY SCRIPTURES)

DILIGENCE » Listening to him (Isaiah 55:2) 

SLANDER » Should not be listened to (1 Samuel 24:9) 

SELF-WILL » Exhibited in » Refusing to listen to God (Proverbs 1:24) 

SELF-WILL » Exhibited in » Refusing to listen to the messengers of God (1 Samuel 8:19; Jeremiah 44:16; Zechariah 7:11) 

SELF-WILL » Exhibited in » Refusing to listen to (obey) parents (Deuteronomy 21:18,19)
