ETouch December 1, 2009 Prepare Your Heart for Christmas

So much to prepare!

Christmas cards, Christmas gifts, Christmas programs, Christmas cookies, Christmas Eve Service, Christmas travel plans, Christmas dinner.  Even in all the preparations, It’s my favorite time of the year.  Time for:

· Thinking of those I love and ways to bless them

· Finding the gifts that touch their hearts or make them smile

· Watching Christmas movies that make me laugh and cry

· Preparing Christmas Child shoeboxes to ship to children around the world

· Giving to those in need

· Getting out all my nativity sets

· Putting up the tree and stockings

· Dreaming of a white Christmas

It’s a wonderful time of the year. Our Thoughts turn to celebrating the birth of Jesus, Our savior and King.  Help us to keep Christ in Christmas this year. 
I once read of a family that put out an empty manger each December 1st.  Beside it was a pile of straw sticks.  Each member of the family was encouraged to do something for someone else during each day and to do it in secret.  Then they were to place a stick of straw in the manger to prepare for the arrival of baby Jesus.  I love the concept of preparing for the coming of the Christmas Child.  

Of course we know that He has already come, but Let us 

Prepare Our Hearts for Christmas this year.  
I’m not a total fan of the musical “Godspell” but I was thinking about some of the songs.  Of course there was the song Prepare Ye The way.  Those are its only lyrics: Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord.  But as we prepare our hearts for Christmas we are truly preparing the way of the Lord.  
We can prepare our hearts to receive all that He has for us on a daily basis and also prepare our hearts to share Christ and His love with others.  

Another song from Godspell is called Day by Day.  Let these lyrics stir you to prepare your heart for Christmas: 

Day by day 
Day by day 
Oh Dear Lord 
Three things I pray 
To see thee more clearly 
Love thee more dearly 
Follow thee more nearly 
Day by day
The word "prepare" means "to establish, fix, prepare, or apply." Fix your heart of Jesus this season.  Establish yourself on His Word and His presence on a daily basis. 

This week as you hear the Christmas carols, take time from the hustle and bustle to prepare your hearts for Him. 

See Him more clearly, Love Him more dearly, and follow Him more nearly, day by day!

Dig Deeper
Psalm 10:17 Let God be involved in preparing your heart 
I Chronicles 29:18 Your imaginations and memories are an important part of preparing your heart
Psalm 139:23-24 Examination and repentence brings purity
Psalm 112:7 Prepare means to Fix; Brings confidence

