ETouch December 22, 2000 Last Minute Giving
Hopefully you’re nearly finished with your Christmas shopping.  I remember when Wes and I were first married that we more often than not found ourselves out shopping on Christmas Eve.  Necessity usually required that we wait that long to see how much money we had left to actually spend on Christmas gifts.  It’s amazing how quickly you can make up your mind when the selection and budget are limited!  I wanted to share with you a little article by Dan Seahem called “Last Minute Giving”.  I believe it will stir in you the true heart of a giver:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“Last Minute Giving” by Dan Seahem

If you’re looking for any last minute gifts, consider some of these:

Better than a radio
Give real communication. Turn off that new TV and have a real conversation with the people you love. Speak from the heart and listen with patience. Call the family member who you’ve been avoiding, visit the friend you haven’t had time for.
Warmer than a sweater

Give physical touch. Hug somebody you love. Put an arm around your son or daughter’s shoulder and leave it there for a while. Hold hands with your spouse. Give Grandma a kiss on the cheek. Pat a friend on the back.

Goes farther than a slinky

Give flexibility. Surrender your control of the schedule this year. Let somebody else make that important decision, and submit to their decision without saying something negative first. Plan some breaks in your daily routine, just so you can be spontaneous with friends and family.

Cooler that an Etch-A-Sketch

Give forgiveness. Erase some of the marks that have been made on your life this year. Turn your life over and shake it, and get rid of some of the bad impressions you’ve been holding on to. Be gracious to people who have hurt you; give them a chance to try again.

Nicer than a watch

Give time. Cut out some of the worthless things that clog your schedule and keep you from spending time with loved ones. Take your kids on a Saturday camping trip in the backyard. Take your spouse out to dinner. Invite some friends over to watch a movie. Say ‘No’ to some commitments this year, keep some Saturdays free, and fill your hours with things that matter and people you care about.

Make this a year you’ll never forget make sure some of the things you give don’t have a price tag
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.
We know that God gave us the greatest gift of all in sending His son, Jesus.  It was a gift with the ultimate price tag; it cost the blood of Jesus.  Please know that your heavenly Father knew you were worth the price that he paid for your salvation.  Consider this familiar Christmas scripture: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

The Message: 

For a child has been born—for us! 
   the gift of a son—for us!
He'll take over 
   the running of the world.
His names will be: Amazing Counselor, 
   Strong God,
Eternal Father, 
   Prince of Wholeness.
His ruling authority will grow, 
   and there'll be no limits to the wholeness he brings.
He'll rule from the historic David throne 
   over that promised kingdom.
He'll put that kingdom on a firm footing 
   and keep it going
With fair dealing and right living, 
   beginning now and lasting always.
The zeal of God-of-the-Angel-Armies 
   will do all this.
Receive Him and Have a very Merry Christmas. Receive the prince of wholeness and there’ll be no limits to the wholeness he brings.  

I’ll be taking the next couple of weeks off to be with family.  You’ll hear from me in the new Year.  
