ETouch January 13, 2009 Putting Him First Place
Last week we looked at Jesus being God alive among us, for us and in us.  This week we are going to return to that passage from The Message and look at another trio of thoughts.  

In the introduction to the new testament in the message bible are these words: 

“But one by one, men and women did beliieve it, believed Jesus was God alive among them and for them.  Soon they would realize that he also lived in them.  To their great surprise they found themselves living in a world where God called all the shots—had the first word on everything; had the last word on everything.  That meant that everything, quite literally every thing, had to be re-centered, re-imagined, and re-thought.”
I love the beginning of a new year.  A Fresh start!  Time to take a look at our lives and see what we can do to improve.  Time to take a look at our hearts and see what we can do to improve. 
· Time to re-center

· Time to Re-imagine

· Time to Re-Think

I really don’t want to take any concepts from eastern religions that would talk about being “centered”.  What I want us to think about in relationship to Re-centering everything this year is to re-arrange our priorities.  Let’s put our relationship with our heavenly Father and His Kingdom first place.  When we do that, everything else falls into place. 

Matthew 6:33 

But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you besides.
(The Message)

Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.
One Way to Put our relationship with our Heavenly Father first place is to make a diligent effort to spend time in His word on a daily basis.  I’ve done many Bible reading programs through the years and I always get bogged down in the old testament.  This year I’ve decided to read through the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs instead.  I’m reading in The Message because it puts things in everyday language.  Today I’m including the plan for reading in January.  If you’d like to receive the monthly plans for the rest of the year, just reply to this email and I will send you the other month reading plans.  It only amounts to two chapters a day.  Little bite-sized portions of the Words of Life!  

Proverbs 4:20-22 tells us why it is so important to Keep the word centered in our lives: 

My son, attend to my words; consent and submit to my sayings. Let them not depart from your sight; keep them in the center of your heart. For they are life to those who find them, healing and health to all their flesh.
(The Message)

Dear friend, listen well to my words; 
tune your ears to my voice.
Keep my message in plain view at all times. 
Concentrate! Learn it by heart!
Those who discover these words live, really live; 
body and soul, they're bursting with health.

Next, let’s talk about re-imagining our lives this year. 
Ephesians 3:20 says

God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us. 

Make a list of those areas you’d like to see changed this year.  Now imagine how that would look.  And now you know that God can do anything-far more than you could ever imagine or request in your wildest dreams!  Put Him first and let “His spirit work deeply and gently” within you. 

And finally, Let’s look at re-thinking our lives this year. 
Proverbs 23:7 

For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. 
What are you thinking in your heart?  Are you thinking you’re a success or a failure?  Are you thinking there is hope or there is no hope?  Are you thinking I can do this or I’ll never do this?  

As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. 

· Time to re-center

· Time to Re-imagine

· Time to Re-Think

Dig Deeper

 Matthew 3:2  Find the definition for repent in the Amplified translation.  Remember you can go to www.biblegateway.com and select many translations. 

Check out this list of God’s Divine Abilities.  Above anything we can think or imagine!

Daniel 3:17

Romans 4:21

2 Cor. 9:8

Phil. 3:21

2 Tim. 1:12 

Heb. 7:25

Jude 24

    
