ETouch March 3, 2009 Diamonds in the Rough
“Bling Bling.”  
“Diamonds are a Girl’s best friend!”  
“Every kiss begins with Kays.” 
My husband shares that when he was in kindergarten he bought little gum-machine rings and gave them to all the little girls so they would be his girlfriends.  I am amazed at how little girls, even toddlers, like these sparkly rings!  Now we even have candy that looks like rings.  
I thought we might just take an enjoyable March day to think about jewels in the scripture. There are references through the entire Bible about jewels.  In revelation we find a description of the Holy City in heaven.  

Revelation 21:18-21
And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
What a beautiful place that must be!  Today I want us to meditate on a handful of scriptures about jewels. 

The first is one that might make you understand a precious treasure that has been purchased for us.  

Matthew 13:45-46 says, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” One commentary says of this parable, “All the children of men are busy; one would be rich, another would be honorable, another would be learned; but most are deceived, and take up with counterfeits for pearls. Jesus Christ is a Pearl of great price; in having him, we have enough to make us happy here and for ever. A man may buy gold too dear, but not this Pearl of great price. When the convinced sinner sees Christ as the gracious Savior, all things else become worthless to his thoughts.”
Pause today and consider our Pearl of great Price: Jesus Christ Our Savior.  Nothing is as valuable as God’s gift to us in Jesus.  Take some time today to be thankful. 

The next two scriptures I hope will encourage you in knowing how the Lord feels about You. 

Isaiah 62:3 You shall also be [so beautiful and prosperous as to be thought of as] a crown of glory and honor in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem [exceedingly beautiful] in the hand of your God. (Amplified)

The Lord will hold you in his hand for all to see—
a splendid crown in the hand of God. (New Living)

Zechariah 9:16 And the Lord their God will save them on that day as the flock of His people, for they shall be as the [precious] jewels of a crown, lifted high over and shining glitteringly upon His land. (Amplified) 

Their God will save the day. He'll rescue them. 
They'll become like sheep, gentle and soft,
Or like gemstones in a crown, 
catching all the colors of the sun.
Then how they'll shine! shimmer! glow! 
the young men robust, the young women lovely! (Message)
We may all be diamonds in the rough but when Jesus gets a hold of us and we get a hold of him, he changes us from the inside out and we become gemstones in a crown.  Catching all the colors of the sun (actually THE SON!!!

Spend time today with our Pearl of Great Price, and then know that You are a jewel in His Crown!

If you want to Dig Deeper: 

1. Betrothal presents of (Genesis 24:53) 

2. Borrowed from Egyptians by Israelites (Exodus 3:22;11:2;12:35) 

3. Dedicated to the tabernacle (Exodus 35:22; Numbers 31:50-52) 

4. Regarded by Jacob as obnoxious to holiness (Genesis 35:4; Exodus 33:4-6; Isaiah 3:18-21) 

5. Tokens of love (Ezekiel 16:11-13) 

6. Worn by men (Ezekiel 23:42) 

7. FIGURATIVE (Proverbs 20:15; Malachi 3:17) 

8. FIGURATIVE » See BRACELET 

9. FIGURATIVE » See CHAINS 

10. FIGURATIVE » See EARRINGS 

11. FIGURATIVE » See MUFFLER 

12. FIGURATIVE » See PEARL 

13. FIGURATIVE » See RING 

14. FIGURATIVE » See SEAL 

