Etouch April 14, 2009 Spring Cleaning
Not that I’m an expert or anything (You’d have to know me to appreciate how ridiculous this statement is) but I think it is time for Spring Cleaning.  Spring cleaning is the process of cleaning the house from top to bottom once the weather has lost its winter chill.  When I did internet research on the origins of spring cleaning, this is what I found: 
In the past, inadequate heating in homes and small living spaces often meant that certain types of cleaning had to wait for spring. For example, pioneers who used straw tick mattresses, tended to wait till spring to refill these, so that they could use fresh dry hay for filling. Before modern dryers, washing drapes or comforters was complicated by cold weather and tight living quarters. Those in cold climes and had no other choice but to wait for warm weather to hang laundry outdoors to dry.

There are several suggested origins for spring cleaning based on religious practices. One of these is traced to the Jewish celebration of Pesach or Passover, which occurs in March or April each year. Prior to the celebration, the home is usually completely cleaned, and people also get rid of any leavened bread, called chametz, which are forbidden foods during the Passover days. Even crumbs of chametz or a few leftover specks of leftover grains from forbidden flours need to be removed from the home, and typically, Jewish families hunt for any possible chametz crumbs the night before Passover begins.
If you are interested in the physical aspect of actual spring cleaning, go to http://housekeeping.about.com/cs/cleaning101/a/springclnngguid.htm
Today, I want to talk to you about one specific scripture. 

Psalm 51:10  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right, persevering, and steadfast spirit within me.  

The Living Bible calls it a “Loyal Spirit” within me.  Take time today to sit quietly in the presence of God and allow Him to do some Spring Cleaning in your heart.  Let Him then renew your spirit by making it Right, Persevering, Steadfast and Loyal. 

I’m closing with a piece sent to me by email (Thank you Denise).  I think it will paint a very clear picture of a starting place for spring cleaning.

Cleaning house 2009

Last week I threw out worrying.  It was getting old and in the way.  It kept me from being me.  I couldn’t do things God’s Way.  

I threw out a book on my past (Didn’t have time to read it anyway).  Replaced it with new goals.  Started reading it today.  

I threw out hate and bad memories (Remember How I treasured them so)?  Got me a new philosophy too.  Threw out the one from long ago.

Brought in some new books too, called I can, I will, and I must.    Threw out I might, I think and I ought.  Wow, you should’ve seen the dust.

I ran across and old friend.   I hadn’t talked to in a while.  His name is God the Father and I really like His style.

He helped me to do some cleaning and added some things Himself.   Like prayer, hope, faith and love.   Yes, I placed them right on the shelf.  I picked up this special thing and placed it at the front door.  I found it – it’s called peace.   Nothing gets me down anymore.

Yes, I’ve got my house looking nice.  Looks good around the place.  For things like worry and trouble there just isn’t any space.  It’s good to do a little house cleaning, get rid of the things on the shelf.  It sure makes things brighter; maybe you should try it yourself.  BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING TO SOMEONE ELSE!!

May the Lord open the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that you will not have room enough to receive it all. May the Lord bless you exceedingly abundantly above all you could ever
hope for, in Jesus’ Name. Amen!

Dig Deeper

James 4:8

