Etouch February 10, 2009 God’s Valentine

All the classrooms are filled with construction paper hearts and lace doilies.  Now there are spiderman and dora and spongebob valentines.  Conversation heart candy by Necco updates their message every year with new phrases.  This year’s collection is culinary-themed.  They include: “Recipe 4 Love, Table 4 Two, Stir My Heart, Top Chef, Sugar Pie, My Treat, Yum Yum, Honey Bun and Spice It Up.” 
“I Luv You” is one phrase that never goes out of style.  It’s the simplest of messages: “I Luv You” and “Be Mine”. 

When I was a young girl, one of my favorite singers was a man named Pat Boone.  He sang a particular song called “Love Letters in the Sand.” 
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on a day like today we passed the time away writing love letter in the sand

how you laughed when I cried each time I saw the tide take our love letters from the sand
those love letters were obviously temporary; so temporary that they were washed away by the tide.  We have a love letter that is eternal.  

today I just want to encourage you to think of the greatest valentine we could ever receive.  Remember A love letter from our heavenly father.  A valentine that is His very own love letter to us; the word of God.  His message to us is simple: I love You; Be Mine.  

I’m not here to debate about valentine’s day; whether it should be celebrated by believers or not.  I just want you to know that you have received a wonderful valentine: the love of god.
I John 4:19  We love Him, because He first loved us.
The old hymn says it like this: 
O How I Love Jesus 

there is a name I love to hear,
I love to sing its worth,
It sounds like music in the ear,
The sweetest name on earth.

O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus,
O how I love Jesus, Because He first loved me.
In your time with the Lord today, just think about His words to us: “I love You; Be Mine.”

A few years ago we had an upcoming Christian artist named Cheri Keaggy minister in our church.  If you have access to videos on your computer, I think you would enjoy this clip of one of Cheri’s songs.  
www.newreleasetuesday.com/videodetail.php?video_id=834
the message is simple.  We can love because God first loved us.  Receive this simple valentine today.  Receive His love.  He asks you today, “Will You Be Mine?”

