Etouch October 20, 2009   Revenge!!  
Today I speak of revenge!!!  (If only tongue in cheek)  

21 years ago on my birthday I went outside to find that my husband had painted in very large strokes with “Hamilton Blue” paint She’s 40! on our beige house.  He, of course, was only 39.  The house remained beige with this blue message for several days as the other sides of the house were painted first.  He loved it and I was embarrassed, but really did think it was kind of funny.  
This afternoon I heard him outside and told Melanie I was going to get off the phone and go outside to see if he had started painting our house.  I’m really excited about the new color!  When I went outside, there it was on the blue garage.  Bright white letters proclaiming, She’s 61!  I couldn’t believe I’d actually caught him in the act.  Later, I went outside to discover that on the front of the family room he had also painted the words and I’m Not!.  What a comedian!  It will take me from now until January 25 to come up with a plan to get even!  

This kind of revenge can be a fun game, but today I’d like you to think about the serious side of holding a grudge or not forgiving someone when they do something to you.  (Please know that this little joke did not hurt me; it just made me think about the word revenge)

This example was a harmless prank, but many of us have experienced true hurt at the hands of others; hurt from friends, family, and strangers or loved ones.  We should not seek revenge when we are harmed.  Jesus tells us to go beyond what is expected of us. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says, 
Matthew 5: 38-42 You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, Do not resist the evil man [who injures you]; but if anyone strikes you on the right jaw or cheek, turn to him the other one too. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your undershirt (tunic), let him have your coat also. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two [miles]. Give to him who keeps on begging from you, and do not turn away from him who would borrow at interest from you.
That sounds like going above and beyond to me.  How about you? On biblegateway.com I found this information concerning Matthew 5: 

In that time the law allowed a Roman soldier to make a person carry his back pack for a Roman mile, or a thousand paces. That distance is about 1.48 kilometers (1620 yards). No one liked being forced to carry anything any distance for a Roman soldier. Jesus said if they were required to carry it a mile, then carry it two miles. That is how we get the phrase, "go the extra mile." It means we should go beyond what is expected of us.

Leviticus 19:18 says 

Don't seek revenge or carry a grudge against any of your people. "Love your neighbor as yourself. I am God. 

This weekend our guest speaker, David Huskey, said that we should make allowances for others as we want them to make allowances for us.  Let’s make that our motto for the week.  Let’s  “go the extra mile”
Ephesians 4:2

Amplified: Living as becomes you] with complete lowliness of mind (humility) and meekness (unselfishness, gentleness, mildness), with patience, bearing with one another and making allowances because you love one another.

Message: And mark that you do this with humility and discipline—not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences.
I used to say jokingly “I don’t get mad, I just get even.”  (And I will get even with my husband!  But not in a revenge kind of way!  Lol.  

Take some time to meditate on these scriptures and make allowances for those who come against you as you would want them to make allowances for you.  Be quick at mending fences!  

Dig Deeper:

Proverbs 24:29; Romans 12: 17, 19; I Thessalonians 5:15; Proverbs 20:22
